
Summer Skills Practice for OnRamps Students  2019 

1) Touch Typing 

Students in the RHE306/309K sequence will be required to use computers to type 

assignments on a daily basis.  Students who can type without looking have a speed 

advantage when drafting college-level essays (4-6 pages long).  Students are 

encouraged to develop this skill prior to the beginning of class. 

Free online Typing Tutor  https://www.speedtypingonline.com/typing-tutor (Links 

to an external site.)Links to an external site.  

  
2) Summer Reading Assignments 

 Time management is a huge leap for new OnRamps students. This assignment is 

designed to support both reading skills and time management. Establishing a habit of 

frequent reading and writing over the summer is just as important, if not more important 

than the number of pages read.  The OnRamps Rhetoric course will require students to 

build longer research essays that require ongoing effort and aren't easily crammed in at 

the last minute. The deadline for the summer assignment is the first day of school. Once 

school begins, the students will be working at college level pacing and won't have time 

to address earlier assignments. 

THESE ARE DESIGNED TO HELP YOU GET READY FOR OnRamps. THEY ARE 

NOT GRADED; THIS IS FOR YOUR OWN PREPARATION AND ENRICHMENT. DUE 

DATES ARE GIVEN TO HELP YOU MANAGE YOUR TIME. 

SHORT READINGS: WHAT IS COLLEGE WRITING? 

These three short pieces acclimate students to college writing expectations and 

introduce the concept of genre.  Recognizing genres is an important prelude to 

rhetorical theory.  

https://www.speedtypingonline.com/typing-tutor
https://www.speedtypingonline.com/typing-tutor


● How is College Writing Different than High School Writing?     Due June 7 

● Introduction to Genre   due June 14 

● Rhetorical Genres Chart     Due June 21 

·  
FALL 2019 THEMED SUMMER READING:  "GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE" 
Recommended Articles: After reading each article, summarize it argument. Here’s 

a video to help you get started 

Sample Stasis question: "Who should be responsible for doing something about Global 

Climate Change?" 

1. Frey, Jacob, Frank Klipsch and Sharon Weston Broome. "Climate disasters like 
floods require national infrastructure program." USA Today. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/04/11/climate-change-national-infrastr
ucture-plan-midwest-floods-column/3399832002/ .  Due June 28 
  
2. Guenther, Genevieve.  "Who is the We in "We are Causing Climate Change"? 
Grist. https://grist.org/article/who-is-the-we-in-we-are-causing-climate-change/  Due 
July12 

  
3. Rysavy, Tracy Fernandez and Andre Floyd. "People of Color Are on the Front 
Lines of the Climate Crisis". Green America. 
https://www.greenamerica.org/climate-justice-all/people-color-are-front-lines-climate-
crisis  Due July 19 

  

4.  "Overview of Linkages Between Gender and Climate Change.”  United Nations 
Development Programme. 
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/gender/Gender%20and%20Environ
ment/PB1-AP-Overview-Gender-and-climate-change.pdf  Due July 26 
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